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food that was grown and produced by 
their own hands. Some of these food 
products might even be from other 
countries. 

When we have that conversation here 
about helping the less fortunate, do we 
just throw money at a problem? Is that 
what Washington does? Is that what we 
expect to have here? Is that what 
builds a great society? Or is it people 
working hard, providing for their fami-
lies, educating their next generation on 
what it is like to actually grow food, 
what it is actually like to put in a hard 
day’s work, to inspire and actually 
show what it is to work hard and 
produce something for yourself? 

b 1045 
The pride that comes with earning 

that paycheck and purchasing that 
house or purchasing those vehicles or 
purchasing food for your family is what 
we want to provide for Americans. 
That is something that I think every 
single person—immigrant or American 
citizen by birth or who has been here 
for 20 generations, whatever it may 
be—wants to have, the opportunity to 
provide for their families and for a bet-
ter life. 

When you look at this picture, it is 
insane that this is going on today. And 
when people sign and put their names 
on or trash legislation that can help 
solve this problem, I think it is an em-
barrassment for this House and for this 
country. 

There was water flowing through the 
delta that we had the opportunity to 
pump earlier this year. Would it have 
solved all of our problems? No, because 
we are in a drought. But there was still 
some water there. We missed out on 
that opportunity because of laws that 
are in place today. 

These people don’t have to be in this 
position. These people don’t have to 
live like this. Their children do not 
have to live in those shacks and play 
with their toys outside of their home. 
Think of what type of society allows 
this to happen, by allowing legislation 
or laws to take effect that have done 
nothing to actually protect the species 
they claim to protect, as that species 
continues to be in decline. We see what 
is going on here and how it does noth-
ing for these people. 

We talk about the environment. Is 
this an environment to raise a family? 
How are these children going to be suc-
cessful in school? I have got three 
young children of my own. I have 
nieces and nephews. I would never, ever 
want to see this happen to them, and I 
would never want them to see this hap-
pen to their friends. 

This is something that is happening 
today because of the laws that this 
building protects. And we have got to 
continue to fight and we have got to 
continue to work together so that we 
can deliver solutions that actually help 
these people have that American 
Dream, just like the rest of us want for 
our children. 

Today, at the end of my speech to a 
Senate committee, I invited the Sen-

ators to come take some time and meet 
with some of these folks or see what it 
is like to actually live like this. I ex-
tend that invite to every Member of 
this House, especially those who speak 
out in opposition to legislation that 
can help prevent things like this from 
happening. 

I want them to come, knock on these 
doors, and talk to these people and see 
what they want more than anything. 
Do they want a handout or do they 
want the ability to produce and to pro-
vide for their families and show their 
children what the next generation 
should do, which is work hard and help 
build that American Dream for all of 
us? 

I want every single person who 
speaks out in opposition to take a 
good, hard look at this and see what we 
have created in the United States un-
less we speak up and do what is right: 
pass legislation that can help solve this 
problem so we can deliver water for 
these families, for these farmers, for 
our communities, and do what is right 
for our Nation and do what is right for 
the American people. 

f 

HONORING OUR WWII MERCHANT 
MARINERS ACT OF 2015 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Texas (Mr. AL GREEN) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. AL GREEN of Texas. Mr. Speak-
er, words cannot explain the singular 
honor it is to stand in the well of the 
House of Representatives in the Con-
gress of the United States of America. 

Mr. Speaker, I stand here today on a 
mission of mercy. I believe a brief vi-
gnette can best explain what a mission 
of mercy is as I apply it to the cir-
cumstances for which I rise. 

Mr. Speaker, prior to coming to Con-
gress, I served for more than a quarter 
of a century as a judge of a small 
claims justice court. I can remember 
an occasion when a mother testified on 
behalf of her son. Her appeal to me was 
along these lines. She said: Judge, I am 
not asking you for justice. I know he 
was wrong. But he is my son. I know he 
was wrong. I am not asking for justice. 
I am asking you for mercy. You have 
within your power to do justice or you 
can grant mercy, and I beg that you 
grant mercy to my son. 

That was her hue and cry. 
So, Mr. Speaker, as I rise today, I 

rise in support of H.R. 563, sponsored by 
the Honorable JANICE HAHN. I rise in 
support of this legislation, which is the 
Honoring Our WWII Merchant Mariners 
Act of 2015. 

This bill would establish the Mer-
chant Marine Equity Compensation 
Fund. It would accord each person who 
served between certain dates—Decem-
ber 7, 1941, through December 31, 1946— 
a sum of $25,000. 

Why should they receive the $25,000? 
Well, Mr. Speaker, when they served in 
World War II, they were not accorded 
the benefits other members of the var-
ious Armed Forces were. In fact, it 

took litigation to bring them under the 
purview of benefits that the other 
members of the Armed Forces have re-
ceived and are now receiving. 

It was in 1988 that they finally, after 
litigation, received these benefits, but 
the benefits were not applied retro-
actively. As a result of them not being 
applied retroactively, some of them 
didn’t receive GI Bill benefits. They 
didn’t receive home loans. Many of 
them, still alive, can be compensated if 
we grant mercy. 

I know that there are those who 
would say that they already received 
their just compensation as a result of 
the litigation and as a result of being 
brought within the purview of the laws 
that allow them to receive certain ben-
efits, but they didn’t get them retro-
actively. 

I believe, Mr. Speaker, they served 
honorably. As a matter of fact, ap-
proximately 9,500 of them died in serv-
ice. They served their country. They 
bled the same blood as others when 
they were attacked and assaulted and 
when they lost limbs and their lives. 

They are Americans, Mr. Speaker. 
And I believe we should show some 
mercy to these Americans. We ought to 
accord them the opportunity to have 
these benefits because they were will-
ing to risk their lives so that we could 
have the quality of life that we have 
today. 

So I make this hue and cry and ap-
peal. I base it upon mercy, not justice. 
The arguments can be made as to 
whether just compensation has been 
accorded; but I believe that, if we show 
mercy, we will do the right thing for 
people who have done the right thing 
for their country. 

f 

RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess until noon 
today. 

Accordingly (at 10 o’clock and 52 
minutes a.m.), the House stood in re-
cess. 

f 

b 1200 

AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker at 
noon. 

f 

PRAYER 

The Chaplain, the Reverend Patrick 
J. Conroy, offered the following prayer: 

Eternal God, we give You thanks for 
giving us another day. 

During these contentious and unset-
tling days during which an important 
transition is taking place within the 
House, we ask Your presence in this as-
sembly. 

Imbue each Member with confidence 
that they are called not to be success-
ful in any one pursuit but, rather, 
faithful to the pursuit of the welfare of 
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the United States and faithfulness to 
its Constitution as they have taken 
oaths to do. 

May they, with confidence, use their 
abilities to best perform their duties 
and obligations. 

May all that is done this day be for 
Your greater honor and glory. 

Amen. 

f 

THE JOURNAL 

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House 
his approval thereof. 

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman 
from California (Mr. MCNERNEY) come 
forward and lead the House in the 
Pledge of Allegiance. 

Mr. MCNERNEY led the Pledge of Al-
legiance as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE 

A message from the Senate by Ms. 
Curtis, one of its clerks, announced 
that the Senate has agreed to without 
amendment a concurrent resolution of 
the House of the following title: 

H. Con. Res. 81. Concurrent resolution pro-
viding for corrections to the enrollment of 
the bill H.R. 1735. 

The message also announced that the 
Senate has passed with an amendment 
in which the concurrence of the House 
is requested, a bill of the House of the 
following title: 

H.R. 623. An act to amend the Homeland 
Security Act of 2002 to authorize the Depart-
ment of Homeland Security to establish a so-
cial media working group, and for other pur-
poses. 

The message also announced that the 
Senate has passed bills of the following 
titles in which the concurrence of the 
House is requested: 

S. 32. An act to provide the Department of 
Justice with additional tools to target 
extraterritorial drug trafficking activity, 
and for other purposes. 

S. 2162. An act to establish a 10-year term 
for the service of the Librarian of Congress. 

f 

RECESS 

The SPEAKER. Pursuant to clause 
12(a) of rule I, the Chair declares the 
House in recess subject to the call of 
the Chair. 

Accordingly (at 12 o’clock and 2 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess. 

f 

b 1301 

AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker pro 

tempore (Mr. WOMACK) at 1 o’clock and 
1 minute p.m. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair will entertain up to 15 requests 
for 1-minute speeches on each side of 
the aisle. 

f 

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE AWARENESS 
MONTH 

(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise today in recogni-
tion of October being Domestic Vio-
lence Awareness Month. 

Domestic violence affects people 
across the Nation, including one in 
four women and one in seven men who 
have suffered severe physical violence. 

In my district, I want to recognize 
the efforts of the Clothesline Project, 
an initiative which features T-shirts 
decorated by domestic violence sur-
vivors. In preparation for Domestic Vi-
olence Awareness Month, people from 
across the Clarion County, Pennsyl-
vania, area have participated in this 
project, decorating shirts which were 
displayed during last Saturday’s Au-
tumn Leaf Parade in Clarion. 

Mr. Speaker, this is such an impor-
tant effort because last year 97 people 
died as a result of domestic violence in 
Pennsylvania. It is a wide age range. In 
fact, one was an infant. 

I appreciate the efforts of the 
Clothesline Project and all the non-
profit and community organizations 
across my district working to bring at-
tention to this critical issue. 

f 

RECOGNIZING 90TH ANNIVERSARY 
OF PHINEAS BANNING HIGH 
SCHOOL 

(Ms. HAHN asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Ms. HAHN. Mr. Speaker, I rise to rec-
ognize the 90th anniversary of Phineas 
Banning High School in Wilmington. It 
was named after General Phineas Ban-
ning, known as the ‘‘Father of the Port 
of Los Angeles,’’ thus the school’s mas-
cot, the Pilots. 

Banning has earned a reputation as 
an athletic powerhouse. The Pilots 
hold the title for the second-most CIS 
championships in the entire city of Los 
Angeles. 

Over the past 90 years, Banning High 
School hasn’t lost sight of its core mis-
sion: to educate the young people of 
Wilmington and to prepare them for 
their future. 

It is an impressive alumni that have 
gone on to be NFL stars, Olympic ath-
letes, actors, CEOs, scientists, and edu-
cators. Many of my friends and mem-
bers of my staff went to Banning High 

School. They can trace lifelong friend-
ships and some of their fondest memo-
ries to their time there. 

Tomorrow night Banning will cele-
brate its milestone at its homecoming 
football game against the San Pedro 
Pirates. Both schools are in my dis-
trict, however; so, I am not taking 
sides. But I want to wish both teams 
good luck and wish the Pilots a happy 
90th birthday. 

f 

LIFTING THE CRUDE OIL BAN 
(Mr. ZINKE asked and was given per-

mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. ZINKE. Mr. Speaker, I rise in 
support of lifting the ban on crude oil 
exports. It means jobs, 500,000 to 1 mil-
lion jobs across the country and 2,400 
jobs in Montana, with a revenue of at 
least $120 million. 

As a former Navy SEAL commander, 
I understand the importance of na-
tional security. I do not want this Na-
tion to be reliant on foreign energy 
sources and be held hostage by foreign 
countries for our energy needs. 

It has been a longstanding policy of 
this country to be energy independent, 
and lifting the crude oil ban is part of 
that. 

Lowering gas prices: All estimates 
look at lowering the gas prices by 1.5 
to 13 cents a gallon. That is real sav-
ings to every American family. 

I urge the Senate to take this up. 
This is not a partisan issue. This is not 
a Republican or a Democrat issue. This 
is a national security issue. So I ask 
the Senate to take it up. I am con-
fident it will come out of the House in 
numbers that are bipartisan. 

Anyone who votes against releasing 
the ban—there is only one country on 
the face of the planet that has a ban on 
crude oil, and that is here. Even Iraq 
and Iran can export their crude. 

f 

ENDING GUN VIOLENCE 
(Mrs. CAROLYN B. MALONEY of 

New York asked and was given permis-
sion to address the House for 1 minute.) 

Mrs. CAROLYN B. MALONEY of New 
York. Mr. Speaker, last week we expe-
rienced the 45th school shooting in 
2015. Nearly 10,000 people have been 
killed by guns this year alone; yet, too 
many leaders respond with absolute in-
difference. They tell us that ‘‘stuff hap-
pens,’’ that we should just move on. 

Are the 20 kids killed at Sandy Hook 
Elementary School just stuff hap-
pening? Are the 32 murdered at Vir-
ginia Tech just stuff happening? Are 
the 12 people gunned down in the Au-
rora, Colorado, movie theater just stuff 
happening? What about the 9 people 
killed at Umpqua Community College 
on Friday? 

This stuff has real costs to families, 
to friends, to our whole community, to 
our country. It does not have to hap-
pen. 

Let’s make gun trafficking in illegal 
weapons a Federal felony and have uni-
versal background checks. 
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